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also to gain control of the armed forces of the State. With
those he counted on becoming the real dictator of Germany
and having Hitler on a lead.

Goring claimed not only the control of the principal
State of the Reich, Prussia, by means of which he counted
on being indirectly the real controller of the whole of the
German administration; he also demanded the supreme
command of the air force and at least the Prussian police,
with all its secret ramifications. If Goring secuied this, he
would have under his command a power at least equal to
Rohm's, and an absolute predominance if Rohm failed to
get the army into his hands. It was therefore to his interest
to maintain the independence of the army. His ready
support of the wishes of the Generals and championing of
the professional officers against Rohm's claim to leadership
was a very shrewd act of self-defence against what might
have been decisive power in the hands of a rival.

High aims like these were out of reach of other party
chiefs. Gregor Strasser, Hitler's dangerous rival in the
party, was out to gain control of the whole of the party
formations, the organs of public administration, and those
of social and economic life, particularly the trade unions,
which he proposed to form into a great and comprehensive
force of Workers3 Guards of the revolution. This brought
him into conflict with Rohm's similar ambitions for the
S.A* Through his control of the economic system, Strasser
considered that he \vould be able to control the whole life
of the nation. His breach with Hitler rendered him power*
less, and thereafter Hitler succeeded in blocking any similar
ambitions on the part of others. Hitler made a divisipn
of offices, and gave Hess control of the party, and Ley that
of the Labour Front formed out of the trade unions; economic
control he had at that time to leave in no single person's
hands. If Rohnx, Goring, and Strasser had succfeeded in
their designs, there would have come into existence a genuine
triumvirate, in which decisions would have been enforced
by the union of any two of the three power-groups.

But there were other chiefs* Himmler was trying to get
entire control of the police* After. an obstinate struggle,
Goring had to cede to him the control of the Prussian police,